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The multi-user desktop evolution
Increasing input bandwidth from one to many

For around four decades, the graphical user interface on desktop computers
followed the same input paradigms, focused at single-user interaction. Two years
ago we merged multi-user support into the X.Org X Window System
implementation, allowing multiple users to work simultaneously on a single screen
or a user to use both hands to interact with any application.

But what does that mean to us?

In this talk | will describe the design decisions we have taken to support multiple
simultaneous users and discuss how far one can push the traditional desktop to
support multiple users without actually changing it. This is followed by a high-level
overview of how input is handled and what it means to introduce new methods of
interacting with computers. Finally, | will outline the ongoing discussions about
generic multi-touch support.

Multi-user interfaces were and still are a popular research topic but never before
did we have the fundamental technology available at our fingertips. Now we need
to figure out what we're going to do with it.

Peter Hutterer is a Software Engineer at Red Hat in Brisbane, Australia. He has
been working on the X Window System since 2006 and maintains most X input
drivers and the input subsystem of the X.Org X server. Before joinng Red Hat, he
completed a PhD from the University of South Australia specialising in the
underlying technologies for multi-user interfaces.
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SIGCHI Toulouse est une association informelle visant a promouvoir I'Interaction
Homme-Machine dans la région. Elle réunit praticiens, industriels et académiques.
Toulibre est un groupe d'utilisateurs de logiciels libres de Toulouse qui vise a
promouvoir, développer et démocratiser les logiciels libres en Midi-Pyrénées.
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